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problems so increases that it becomes an exception of the rarest character. The more we learn, the more are we oppressed by the portentous magnitude of our own ignorance. Those who like to fill the gaps in their knowledge with a deity may do so; but they must be prepared for the chance that those gaps may be filled in time by explanations of a natural and not a supernatural character, so that their deity is driven homeless to some other sphere of activity. This perpetual ousting of divinities from spheres supposed to be their own is one of the most interesting lessons of all history, and is largely responsible for the discredit into which theological opinions have now fallen.
At all events, the doctrine of special creation of species was upset last century by Darwin's theory of Natural Selection, This theory is based upon the three pillars of heredity, variation, and the struggle for existence. Darwin assumed that a species tends to vary equally in any direction. Some variations, however, were favourable to the life of the individual, while others were unfavourable or indifferent. He assumed, furthermore, a severe u struggle for existence" within every species, as the result of which a large proportion of each generation dies a premature death. In this competition for existence, individuals who happen to have variations of a favourable character will have an advantage over the others, and will be more likely on the average to reach the age of reproduction. The succeeding generations will, therefore, tend more and more to be recruited from those who possess variations of a life-conserving utility* By heredity, these variations will be handed down, and after a time will become a general characteristic of the whole species. This is the theory of Natural Selection, or, in Spencerian language, the survival of the fittest.
It obviously depends largely on the rigour of the struggle for existence. An example may therefore be taken, to show how extraordinarily keen the process is. The common housefly is said to lay eggs in batches of 120 to 150 at a time%